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Battle In The Saddle

TEAM USA DETERMINED AT ADEQUAN
USEF OPEN REINING CHAMPIONSHIPE

BY KATIE HENDRICKSOM
PHOTOGRAPHY BY K.C. MONTGOMERY

HE INAUGUHAL BATTLE IN THE SADDLE,

hosted by the American Quarter Horse

Asspciation (AQHA) and Oklahoma

State Fair Park, finished on a high note

Saturday, July 1, as reiners competed
for the 2010 Adequan U nited States Equestrian Feder-
atlon (USEF) Open Reining Champlonship, This year,
the championship was also the official USEF Selection
Trial, with the top four horse-and-rider combinations
(plus one alternate) eaming a highly-coveted spot on
the Adequan® U5A Reining Team and the opporunity
to represent the United States at the 2000 Allech® FEL
World Equestrian Games {WEG) this September at the
Kentucky Horse Park in Lexington.

Medal-worthy

The two go-ronnd format placed riders based on
thelr composite score, making both scores equally
cruetal 1o the linal standings. Saturday night’s finals
goeround featured the top 15 horse-and-rider pairs
from the first go-round. And the final three draws
proved to be the best of the evening—Gold, Silver,
and Bronze Medal-worthy performances,

Three Million Dollar Rider Shawn Flarida, Spring-
field, Ohio, and Bufflalo Ranchis stallion RC Fancy Step
led the charge from beginning to end. Alter posting a
2235 1o gaim the first go-round lead, Flarida entered as
draw 13 amd wok the lead again. RC Fancy Step per-
formed a physical patem—stopping and running hard

Shawn Flarida and
RL Fancy Step claimed
victory in the USEF
selection trial,




Tam McCutcheon and
Gunners Special Nite won
Silver Medal

to score a 223, Their composite score of 446.5 earned them the
Gald Medal and a ticket to WEG.

Mext in the draw was Million Dollar Rider Tom
MeCutcheon aboard Gunners Special Nite, owned by Turn-
about Farm Ine. The duo was sining in fourth place after a
go-round score of 220.5. Their amped-up finals performance
earned the highest score of the event—a 235, With a 445.5
composite, MeCutcheon took home the Silver Medal and a
spot on Team USA,

“This was my first serious run with him," said McCuicheon
of Auhrey, Texas. “Marcy Ver Meer did a great job on him. 1 just
had to learn some of his buttons. My only concern was what
he'd be like under fire. He was evervthing that 1 could hope
for.™ Last in the finals draw was a serlons contender—Boom
Shermnic with Two Million Dollar Rider Craig Schmersal of

Battle In The Saddle

The Battle In The Sacldle was atso hast 1o 2 variety of reining activities
inecludineg thee Woalel's Greatest Horseman Shootout, an AQHA Youth World
Cup reining clnic, and two full sates of NRHA-approves dasses,

Thee Workd's Grealest Horserman Shoatout featisred elght dders, two
each representing the NRHA, Mational Cutting Horse Assodiation, Amer-
ican Rope Horse Fulirity Association, and A0HA'S ranch remuda group.

HRHA Professianalts Todd Wright of Newcastle, Oklahoma, and Doug
Milholand of lowa Park, Texas, represented the NRHA well in the
Shootout, which featured reining, cutting, steer stopping and work-
ing cow horse comipctitions,

Wiight earned second in the overall Sandings aboard Mansba Num-
ber Shine, a seven-year-old gelding owned by Anita Hoon, The duo
won the reinlng partion of the Shooloutl.

Mithodland finished in fourth place with Starfight, a 14-year-old stal-
[bon owned by WT Waagganer Estate. Milholland placed second in the
cutting portion.

1. Yates of Puehlo, Colorado rode Nefle Murphy™s 16year-old geld-
Ing Bald N Shiney o the championship. Along with the tiile, e won
a paid entry to the 2011 Wordd's Greatest Horseman com petition.

During the AHyA Youth Warld Cug, abso held af the Battle in the
Saddle, youth reiners were treated to a reining clinic featuring Casey
Hinton and Three Million Dollar Rider Shawn Flarida. The NRHA Pro-
fessionals gave the AQHyA retmers advice and a undown of the pat-
temn the yauth would perform in the Youth World Cup com petition.

Cwerbronk, Oklahoma, at the reins. The pair was in second
after their first go-round score of 221, They put together an-
other stylish mun w receive a 223 (44 composite), the Bronze
Medal and a position on the team

“He's been a special horse for me all along and a consistent
player in every major event,” said Schmersal of the stallion
owned by the Boom Shemic Syndicate.

Tim McQuay rode David |.5ilva Srs stallion Hollrwoodstin-
seltown o fourth place. After posting a 219.5 in the first-go
round, McCuay came back stronger in the finals 1o earn a 224
{4435 composite) and the final slot on Team USA.

Even though hes an NRHA Two Million Dollar Rider, Mil-
lion Dollar Cwner and Hall of Fame inductee, McCuay, Tioga,
Texas, admitted he was scared going into the event, “I'm alder
than these guys s0 | may not get the opportunity to compets
in another event like this, 1t definitely meant a lot 1o me.”

His daughter Million Dallar Rider and the NRHAS leading
money-tarning non pro Mandy MeCutcheon chimed in fom
the background: “Thars what he cald last tme!” The “last
time"” Mandy referred 1o was the 2006 WEG in Aachen, Ger-
many, where MeCuay was a member of the Gold Medal Team
USA and the Individual Sibver Medalist,

Casev Deary and Rootin Tootin Dunit, owned by Wolf Stern
Fartnership, earned the alternate position for Team USA, The
duo sgored a composite 441 {first go: 218.3 and finals go: 233)
during the qualifying competition.

“Dream Team™

The atmesphere in the post-competition press conference was
laced with exciternent and a mix of velief yet, anticipation, Lit-
tle time was spent reviewing the competition. Team USA and
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Tim McQuay and Hol- =
lywoodstinsel lown are
the fourth member of

their Chef d'Equipe, [eff Petska of Whiteshoro, Texas, were al-
ready focused on the challenge ahead—the Games.

“Everything Irom here on out is geared towarnd giving us the
best chance to win a Gold Medal,”™ said Petska. “Thats what
makes [t so special. All vear long we're individuals and when
those guys stepped off the podium, 1 said "We're not individu-
alls anymore. We're a team,’ Theads the great thing sbout (WEG).”

When it comes to their game plan, it was unanimous that
Team LSA will rely on experience and horsepower,

“All of us have heen there before—in high-pressure situa-
tions,” sald Flarkda. “There isn't one of these guys up here that
you wouldn't want o go to bat for veu,”

*I think we've pat together a dream team,” MoQuay agreed.

In addition to MeQuays 2000 WEG medals, Flarida, Mc-
Cutcheon, and Schmersal were all members of the 2002 WEG
Gold Medal-winning team in Jerez, Spain. In the individual com-
petition, Flarida captured the Gold and MeCutcheon the Sibver.

Altogether, these NEHA Professionals have neardy $10 mil-
lion in MEHA earnings. “These guys have won enough money

==
Casey Deary, riding Rootin
Tootin Dunit, is Team
UsA's alternate.
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to put 8 dent in the national debt,” joked Petska. “The horse
poweer is amazing on this eam. Like Shawn said—if it got to
the position where any one of these guys had to wallc in and
prt i a big seore for us wowin, 1 think we're all confident that
they can do it. The more pressure, the more I'm comfornable
that we'll be able Lo step up.”

“Horsepower”

Although theres no substitute for experience, it doesn't hort to
have a little horseperrer behind it Team USA has a line-up of
proven reining horses. They are perenntal fnalists in major
MNEHA events with combined carnings of nearly £1 million.

“We have some serious horses on the team,” commented
Schmersal, “In previous years, we've had one, maybe two re-
ally mice horses, but now we have four horses here that have
heen major players in our major events, It really is a dream
team when you think aboun "

Flarida will be ahoard Buffalo Ranch's RC Fancy Step
(Wimpys Linde Step x Sonita Wilson). The six-vear-old saallion
has over $337,265 th NRHA Liletime Earnings and won the
2009 NRHA Derby and 2007 All American Quanter Horse Cone
gress Reining Funurity, all with Flavida at the reins, “He was good
as a three-year-cld and has gotten a little better every year,” said
Flarida, “Hes consistent. With this team thats so important,”

MeCutcheon’s ride, Gunners Special Mite (Gunner x Mifs
Doll), has over $190,000 in eamnings and won the 2007 NRHA
Futurity level 4 open reserve championship plus the level 3
open championship. The six-year-old stallion was purchased
by Turnabout Farm this past May with the intent of compet-
ing at WEG. “I'm blessed to have owners who get horses like
that for me,” said MeCutcheon. “When we had the apportu-
nity to get him—we bought him that very day. ['ve always

LSEF DPEN REINING CHAMPIOMSHIPS

HORSE RIDER DWHERLOCATION
(] R Fancy Slep Shawn Farida  Bullalo RanchiForl Worth, T
Siver Gunners Special Mae  Tom McCutcheon Tumabout Farms, bnc |
Broree  Boom Shemic Craig Schmersal  Boom Shenic Symdicatel
Owerbrook, DK
“Team LSA, “*Team LISA Alternate
LISEF SELECTION TRIAL
oo |
HORSE RIDER OWHER/LDCATIHIN
®. RCFancy Step Shawn Flanda Biuffalo Ranch/ Fost Worth, TX
2 Gunners Spedal Mile Tom MoCutcheon  Tumabout Fanms, Inc/
G, I
% Boom Shermic Crag Schimersd  Boam Shesmar Syndacate)
Overbrook, 0K
4 T. Hollpwoodstinssltowr Tirn Mofuy Dirviel | SibvaTolland, €1
AT Mister Monbarsas Nic  Oraig Schmersal Misler Mantana Nic Sndicats'
el K5
6. Cusbom Legend Andrea Fappani Sbeve Simon/Marictia, 06
7o Wimpys Listle Chic  Shawn Farnida Arpese Cuarier Horses, LISAT
Veeatheriond, TX
**8. Roatin Taotin Dunil Casey Deary Violf Stem Partnershipenison, TX
9. Einsteins Revolution Andrea Fappani Wagner & Vandamaubeey, TX
10, Smokeelan Randy Paul I Smiekel Georpe!
Inscline Village, WV
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j Jordzn and Taylor Larson's
4 son Cash with Professiopal
| Roden Cowboys Association
s world champion roping,
» legend Fred Whitfield,

loved that horse. He'’s a superstar and a lot of fun. He makes
me look like 1 know what I'm doing.”

Schmersal and his mount Boom Shernic (Boomernie x She
Al Chic Dunit) have posted major scores this vear=—a 128 to
win the National Reining Breeders Classic (NRBC) level 4
open championship and a 234 1o win the NRHA Derby level
4 open reserve championship, The six-year-old stallion is
mwned by the Boom Shemic Syndicate and has over $275,000
in MRHA earnings.

For this event, McQuay took back the reins of Hollywood-
stinseltown (Hollywood Dun It x Miss Tinseliown) from his
assistant trainer Marco Ricotta. *1 let Marco show him, and
theyve gotten along great. There's no question hes my
strongest horse to come here on, [ wanted to make the team,

so [ stole him back,” McQuay langhed.

The six-yearold stallion has over 3169 000 in NRHA eam-
ings, including level 3 intermediate open championship titles
at the 2009 NRHA Derby and MRBC with Ricotta. "Holly-
woodstinseltown has been with me his whaole life,” said
MeQuay, “Hes really a pan of my life—as a son of Hollywood
Dun it It makes me really proud o be able o take him o the
WEG and show him off.”

As alternates, Casey Deary and Rootin Tootin Dunit (Gallo
Del Ciebo x This Is How Its Dun) will be prepared to step in
atany moment. The six-year-old stallion, owned by Wolf Siem
Partnership, has neardy $60,000 in NRHA carnings and was
the 2008 NRHA Derby level 3 open champion. “Hes a really
nice horse and very talented. This was important o me ... and
its @ great opportunity to have a week-long clinic with these
guys,” said Deary,

Team L15A acknowledges that Reining will reach a new level
of competition in Lexington, Kentucky, and they're geared up
tor rise to the occasion.

“With Reining being the only home-grown sport at the
WEG, Lexpect the place 10 be rocking,” sabd Perska. “Our guys
are ready 1o rise to the occaskon, bt P'm sure every other coun-
try is coming with their guns loaded. The level of comperi-
tion, the depth and quality of the horses and riders will
definitely he extremely high,”

For more information on Reining competition at the WEG
visit alliechfeigames com and read all about it in this issue in
“The Games: Sizing Up The Competition.” You can also catch
the action on NBC Sparts, which will provide televised cover-
age during three weekends across the 16 days of the Games.
MBC Sports will also provide mohile and live streaming of the
event online. Visit nhesports.com for more details. +
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